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Summarising
involves writing a complete sentence, but getting down to
the essence of a longer sentence

-~

y
o
- /
Dy
iy
%

Page 1



(C) 2012 PrimaryClass.Co.uk
i Snow Slide! SuperScilence
Read this

Engineer Ed Adams studies snow crystals to understand—and even help

prevent—dangerous avalanches

GI’"I'ECIe' ‘l'hen By Carli Entin | May 2011
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watch the
video (next
page) about
summarising
non fiction

Ed Adams can control the weather—but Nno, he
can't create a snow day for vou. Adams is an
engineer at Montana State University. He studies
avalanches—the sliding of a large amount of snowy
and ice down the side of a mountain. AN avalanche
can be very dangerous, trapping anvthing in its
path under heaps of snowvw. Through the use of a
special lab that creates adjustable weather
conditions, Adams hopes to learm how to predict
when and vwhere avalanches will occur.

Ed Adams [left) and another o
researcher exxamine a crash dumimy,
the “victim™ of an avalanche trigccered
for study. (MSL Photo by Kelly
Gorbham] The secret to understanding avalanches lies in the
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Snowy Layers

"Snowe 1S Just 1ice cryvstals,” Adams told SuoserSoresrose. These oy flakes form lavers as
they fall. The quality of these lavers depends on weather conditions, such as humidity
and wind. For example, snow crystals that fall on a windy day might not bond together
very well on the ground. That camn make for powvwdery snow—the tvpe that's hard to make
a snowball out of. This snowvw vwoluld Torm a wealk laver.

Adams compares snowvy lavers to the frosting between lavers of a cake. If the frosting is
stiff, the cake will likely stay together. But if the frosting is slippery., the top laver of the
cake miaght slide off. That's what happens in an avalanche. 2 heavier, more sturdwy laver
of snow falls on top of a wealk laver. As more weiaht is added, the weak laver is stressed.
IT that snowvr 1s disturbed—>by a skier, a snowmobile, or even a passing moose—ithe weak
laver can slide, along with the snowvww abowe it

Exploding Science

Im the university’'s cold lab, Adams investigates which conditions make a mountain’'s snowy
lavers more likely to slide in an avalanchese . Adams can adjust the vweather in the lab to
see what happens to snoww when the environment changes. "l have a lab that controls the
iNntensity of the sun. | can make a cloudy day or a sunny day,” savs Adams.

Adams hopes that his work can shed light on predicting avalanches. Then people can be
warmned to stav avwavy . In high-risk areas, snow slides canmn even be triggered omn purpose
using explosives . That wayw, the avalanche can be scheduled for a safe time when Nno one
wrill be around to get trapped underneath.

Adams himself knows a little about starting avalanches. Before the research center was
built, he and his crewvw would study avalanches by triggering explosives while they waited
imn a shack right in a snow slide’'s path. "It's not as dangerous as it sounds.,” Adams
claims. "But don't tryv it at home1”
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Summarising
summarizing

*Retell in your own words.

*Include main idea and supporting details.
*Main idea and or topic should be stated in the
first sentence of summary.

*Do not retell the entire passage.

*May tell what you learned from reading text or
what additional information you want to still
learn about.

Now summarise an article about rivers in your book. You
only have 10 minutes including reading time.





