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At the centre of our 

Solar System is the  

Sun. Itõs gravity holds 

8 planets in itõs orbit 

as well as other space 

objects. The Solar 

System is 4.6 billion 

years old.  
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Moons 2 

Diameter  4,200 miles  

Distance 

from Sun  

142 million 

miles 

Time to 

Orbit Sun  

687 days  

Named after the Roman 

god of war and farming. 

Mars probably once had 

water and is the nearest 

planet that we might one 

day live on. However, it 

has little atmosphere 

(air) left.  
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Meteorites are pieces of 

space rock that reach our 

atmosphere. Mostly they 

burn as they go through our 

air at high speed (25,000 

mph). These are sometimes 

called shooting stars. Some 

make it to the ground and we 

can study them to learn 

about space. Many scientists 

think a large meteorite 

hitting Earth may have 

started the end for the 

dinosaurs. 
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